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Senate, July 31, 2025 -- Text of the Senate Bill to promote student learning and mental health 
(Senate, No. 2581) (being the text of Senate document numbered 2561, printed as amended)

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth General Court
(2025-2026)

_______________

An Act to promote student learning and mental health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following 

2 section:- 

3 Section 40. (a) For the purposes of this section, “personal electronic device” shall mean 

4 any portable electronic device that: (i) is capable of providing voice communication, text 

5 messaging or other data communication between 2 or more parties or devices; or (ii) is capable 

6 of connecting to a smartphone or other personal electronic device, the internet or a cellular or 

7 Wi-Fi network, including, but not limited to, mobile phones, tablets, laptops, smartwatches and 

8 bluetooth enabled devices; provided, however personal electronic device shall not include school 

9 issued or sanctioned devices that are used for a legitimate educational purpose.

10 (b)(1) The department shall provide guidance, recommendations and a model policy to 

11 assist schools and districts with developing and implementing effective policies regarding the 

12 prohibition of the use of personal electronic devices on school grounds during the school day and 
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13 during school-sponsored activities during the school day as required under section 102 of chapter 

14 71. Such guidance, recommendations and model policy, shall include, but not be limited to: 

15 (i) provisions preventing student use of school-issued or school-sanctioned devices for 

16 personal use;

17 (ii) options for secure storage of personal electronic devices during the school day, 

18 including best practices on removing physical access to personal electronic devices; and 

19 (iii) effective enforcement provisions to ensure compliance with the policy; provided, 

20 however, that such enforcement provisions shall contain practical safeguards to prevent 

21 inequitable discipline; and provided further, that discipline for noncompliance shall not include 

22 the expulsion or suspension of a student.   

23 (2) In developing the model policy, the department may include, upon a finding of 

24 compelling need, case-specific or targeted exemptions to the prohibition; provided, however, that 

25 prior to authorizing an exemption, the department shall assess any reasonable alternative that 

26 may achieve the same objective.

27 (3) Prior to finalizing recommendations, guidance and model policy, the department shall 

28 solicit public input and hold at least 1 public hearing.

29 (c) The guidance and recommendations issued pursuant to this section, including model 

30 policy, shall be made publicly available on the department's website. 

31 (d) The department shall annually review and update the guidance, recommendations and 

32 model policy issued under this subsection to reflect applicable research, best practices and any 
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33 technological advances, including technology that may render a personal electronic device 

34 inoperable on school grounds as determined by the commissioner. 

35 (e) Each public school or district shall annually file its personal electronic device use 

36 policy not later than September 1 with the department of elementary and secondary education in 

37 a manner and form determined by the department. 

38 SECTION 2. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following 

39 section:- 

40 Section 102. (a) Each public school or district shall adopt a policy regarding the 

41 prohibition of student use of a personal electronic device, as defined in section 40of chapter 69, 

42 on school grounds during the school day and during school-sponsored activities during the 

43 school day. The policy shall include, but not be limited to:

44 (i) a prohibition on the use and actual possession, strictly on their person, of a personal 

45 electronic device by a student during the school day, which shall include, but not be limited to, 

46 recess, a lunch period and time in between classes.

47 (ii) at least 1 method for parents and guardians of students to contact students during the 

48 school day, including policies for emergency situations when it is urgent, or for a student to 

49 contact their parent or caregiver during the school day; and 

50 (iii) effective enforcement provisions to ensure compliance with the policy by students; 

51 provided, however, that enforcement shall ensure the prevention of inequitable discipline; and 

52 provided further, that the discipline for noncompliance outlined in the provisions shall not 

53 include the expulsion or suspension of a student.   
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54 (b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a student may be permitted to use and possess a 

55 personal electronic device, in accordance with district policy, if:

56 (i) used in accordance with an individualized education program or an education plan 

57 implemented pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 701 et seq.;

58 (ii) necessary under any accommodations under state or federal law, including, but not 

59 limited to, title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. sections 12131 et seq.;

60 (iii) for time spent off school grounds travelling to or from other learning opportunities, 

61 including, but not limited to, early college, dual enrolment or vocational learning sites;

62 (iv) a healthcare provider provides in writing that the possession or use of a personal 

63 electronic device is necessary to treat a health condition of a student; or 

64 (v) permitted under the department’s model policy pursuant to clause 2 of paragraph (b) 

65 of section 40 of chapter 69 and included in the district policy. 

66 (d) A school or district policy may include variations that align with the developmental 

67 level of students and the structure of the school day in each grade level and school; provided, 

68 however, that nothing shall allow student use and actual possession of a personal electronic 

69 device, unless clearly authorized under subsection (b). 

70 (e) Annually, not later than September 1, each public school shall notify students and the 

71 parents or guardians of students attending the school of the policy and make the policy publicly 

72 available on its website. 

73 (f) The policy and any standards and rules enforcing the policy shall be prescribed by the 

74 school or district and approved by the school committee, board or other appropriate governing 
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75 body prior to taking effect; provided, however, that prior to approval, such local governing body 

76 shall solicit public input; and provided further, that if no policy is approved by the school 

77 committee, board or other appropriate governing body by September 1, the department’s model 

78 policy shall go into effect until such time as a local policy is approved.

79 (g) Nothing in this section shall limit a district from setting restrictions or standards for 

80 use of personal electronic devices on school grounds or during school-sanctioned activities 

81 beyond the school day.

82 SECTION 3. Each public school or district shall adopt a policy regarding the use of 

83 personal electronic devices as required by section 102 of chapter 71 of the General Laws before 

84 the start of the 2026-2027 school year. 

85 SECTION 4. Not later than December 31, 2027, the department of elementary and 

86 secondary education shall report to the senate and house committees on ways and means and the 

87 joint committee on education on the implementation of the personal electronic device use 

88 policies in schools pursuant to section 102 of chapter 71 of the General Laws.

89 SECTION 5. The department of elementary and secondary education shall provide 

90 recommendations, guidance and a model policy on the use of personal electronic devices to 

91 facilitate implementation of this act within 180 days of the effective date of this act.


